I-Bird Times

March 13, 2025

Calendar
March:

.,;z i 14 - No School - End of Quarter

S 17 - 24 - No School - Spring Break
25 - Return to School
27 - District Middle School Theater Festival @ BVW PAC - 9:30 am
27 - Northwest Orchestra Festival @ BVNW - 7:00 pm




PRINCIPAL'S NOTE

HMS Families,

We had an amazing final week of the 3rd quarter. Our Harvester's “Go for the Green Week” was a
huge success that we capped off with a really fun assembly! A big thank you to everyone that
donated food and personal hygiene items. Our school's donations will impact many people in need
throughout the greater Kansas City metropolitan area.

We also enjoyed the nice weather and offered our students the option to eat lunch outside in our
courtyard every day this week. We hope students and families enjoy Spring Break and we look
forward to seeing students back in class to kick off the 4th quarter on Tuesday, March 25th.

Below this note you will find the following information:

¢ End of Quarter Information

e Construction Update

¢ Attendance/Tardies

e Athletics/Activities

e Blue Valley Volunteer Service

e HMS HONOR Code

e Carline Reminders

¢ Do you have a question or concern?
e Community Celebrations and Observances
¢ Proactive School Safety

¢ High School Game Atmosphere

e Harmony Middle School Handbook
e PTO News

¢ Student Services Update

As always, thank you for your support of HMS. | hope everyone has a wonderful weekend.
Sincerely,
Nate Winslow

Principal
Harmony Middle School

End of Quarter Information

At the end of each quarter, courses in Canvas will conclude and will no longer be visible on the
Canvas app. However, a concluded course remains visible through the Canvas website by selecting
ALL COURSES and then PAST ENROLLMENTS.

Important dates for families:




Courses Conclude on Canvas | Grades Viewable on ParentVue
(after 4pm)
Quarter 1 Friday, October 11 Friday, October 18
Quarter 2 Friday, December 20 Friday, January 10
Quarter 3 | Thursday, March 13 Friday, March 28
Quarter 4 | Thursday, May 22 Wednesday, June 4

Please nofe: The dates are subject to change based upon calendar updates or technology needs.

How do | view my child's report card?
e Loginon ParentVue.
¢ Select the student’s name
¢ In the left navigation bar, choose Report Card

Each new quarter, classroom teachers will publish the next quarter’s Canvas course. As courses
are published, students and families will again be able to see current courses on the Canvas app
and Canvas website. For Canvas parent resources, visit www.bluevalleyk12.org/canvas.

Construction Update

We are thrilled to be receiving a new multipurpose center/gym at HMS. This is exciting news and
we are very thankful that the latest BV Bond passed. During Spring Break, | have been told we may
see walls for the new gym going up!

Aftendance/Tardies

Students should be in the building by 7:45am, as classes start at 7:51am.

If your student is running late, we will always work with you, you just need to communicate with us
each day that they are late. As indicated in our handbook and website, make sure to let us know
that your student is arriving late before 8:10am or it will be unexcused/marked as an absence.
Students are allowed three (3) tardies each quarter and on the fourth tardy, will receive a lunch
detention. Teachers will use the same tardy policy for class periods two-nine. This is a BV district
policy.

There are several ways to communicate with us to make it easy to report an absence or late
arrival:

*Call our office (913) 239-5200



https://bvpo.bluevalleyk12.org/
http://www.bluevalleyk12.org/canvas

*Send an email to our office attendance account- AttendanceHMS@bluevalleyk12.org
*Use the ParentVue app/website (click ‘Report an Absence)

Athletics/Activities

7th and 8th Grade Track
If you're interested in participating in track and field for HMS, please make sure to do the
following by Friday, March 14th.

We will not be clearing athletes over spring break. First practice is Wednesday, March 26th and
all registration/physical information will need to have been submitted and reviewed prior.*

*Have a physician complete a physical*

*Feel free to print a copy of the 24-25 participation packet for your physician to fill out at your
student’s physical appointment. You can also access this on the HMS website.

IMPORTANT: Physicals must be completed/dated after May 1, 2024. All forms/signatures must
be completed prior to a student participating in any HMS athletic activity.

2024-2025 Participation Packet for Middle School Students

*After your physician completes the packet/signatures, please complete registration/upload pages
3 and 4 the pdf to the rSchool website (don't forget to include parent signatures as well on these

pages).

*Once your registration/physical has been uploaded, our office staff will review and clear student
athletes (as a reminder- we will not be clearing athletes over winter break. First practice day is
Wednesday, March 26th (when school resumes) and all registration/physical information will need
to have been submitted and reviewed prior.

Need help?
Tutorial Links- https://bluevalleysd-ar.rschooltoday.com/

Blue Valley Volunteer Service Award

Please log your community service hours on the attached service log. All volunteer service hours
must be submitted by April 18, 2025. Please email the tracking form to
eswilson@bluevalleyk12.org or bring a hard copy to the front office. Service hours, as well as the
names of students who have completed the top number of credible community service hours will
be sent to the district office for recommendation to receive the Blue Valley Volunteer Service
Award.

Blank Logs for Printing HERE



mailto:AttendanceHMS@bluevalleyk12.org
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GPaeiE1ZZW8Ivtrhe9G8ORgVisY6-RNe/view?usp=share_link
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HMS HONOR Code
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Carline Reminders

Please remember to follow our carline rules at all times to ensure efficiency for all.

¢ Use the east entrance to the front circle. The west entrance is for buses only

¢ Please do not park in the marked bussing zone during dismissal.
e Pull forward all the way before allowing your student to exit the car.

e This is extremely important. Do not stop until you have pulled all the way up as far as you
can in front of the school.
¢ Please have your student exit the car quickly. One slow car can back up the entire carline.
» Pull to the left after your student exits your car. (this is extremely important to ensure traffic

continues to flow)

Please remember to follow our carline rules at all times to ensure efficiency for all.

¢ Use the east entrance to the front circle. The west entrance is for buses only.

o Pull forward all the way before allowing your student to exit the car.




e This is extremely important. Do not stop until you have pulled all the way up as far as you
can in front of the school.
¢ Please have your student exit the car quickly. One slow car can back up the entire carline.
o Pull to the left after your student exits your car. (this is extremely important to ensure traffic
continues to flow)

Do youhave a question or concern? We want to help.

If you have a question or concerns, we want to help! Many times by starting at the building level,
you will work with the person who is closest to the situation and will usually have the most
information. If you feel further discussion is warranted, the following chart can be used as a guide
for whom to call when questions arise on the most common topics.

Familisg and patrons should u=e the matrix below to address guestions or concerns. Topice
should be addrassed beginning at Level 1. If tha metter cannot ba resalved, it is appropriata
to move to tha next level with the inguiry.
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Community Observances and Celebrations




Community Celebrations and Observances - to promote
awareness and appreciation of our Blue Valley families.

Some March Celebrations & Observances:

¢ The Nineteen Day Fast - March 1-19 - a time of prayer, meditation, and fasting, some adult
members of the Bahd'i faith refrain from food and water from sunrise to sunset each day. This
practice might include prayers of spiritual preparation for the new year.

¢ Ramadan - evening of March 1-30 - the holy month of fasting for the Islamic faith. For some
Muslim families, it is a time for introspection, communal prayer, reading the Qur'an, and
fasting between sunrise and sunset.

¢ Ash Wednesday - March 5 - a Christian holiday signifying the first day of the Lenten season,
the 40 days (excluding Sundays) leading to Easter. Some families will attend religious services
and receive ashes in the shape of a cross on their forehead.

¢ Holi - March 14 - known as the Hindu festival of colors, Holi honors the triumph of good over
evil and marks the beginning of Spring. Some families will light bonfires, throw colorful
powder called gulal, eat sweets, and dance to traditional music.

« Eid al Fitr - March 31 - marks the end of Ramadan, the Muslim holy month of fasting. Some
families will celebrate the “Festival of Breaking the Fast” by joining in communal prayer and
meals, visiting family, gift-giving, and charity.

Proactive School Safety

Proactive School Safety: How Blue Valley Addresses and Assesses Threats

At Blue Valley Schools, student safety is our top priority. Our approach to safety blends proactive
prevention, fostering strong adult-student relationships and maintaining robust physical security
measures. Central to our strategy is understanding and addressing potential threats.

What Constitutes a Threat?
A threat includes any expression of intent to harm, whether spoken or written. Identifying and
responding to these expressions is crucial to the safety of our school community.

The Role of Threat Assessments
Blue Valley's comprehensive threat assessment process has two primary objectives:
¢ Preventing Violence: We work to intervene before potential threats escalate.

¢ Resolving Underlying Issues: By understanding the reasons behind a threat, we can resolve
conflicts and provide necessary support.

Structured, Evidence-Based Approach




Blue Valley Schools follows the Comprehensive School Threat Assessment Guidelines (CSTAG), a
nationally recognized, evidence-based program. This approach ensures that we not only prevent
violence but also support individuals in need.

Since the fall of 2023, Blue Valley building leaders have been trained in and actively using this
Threat Assessment approach. This consistent use of CSTAG has equipped leaders with a common
vocabulary and protocol, enabling them to resolve situations more effectively when threats arise.

By staying committed to this structured and compassionate approach, Blue Valley Schools
ensures that students and staff are supported, safe and able to focus on what truly matters—
learning through extraordinary educational opportunities.

More information about Blue Valley's threat assessment process is available on the district
website.

High School Game Atomsphere

Blue Valley families,

We are asking that all elementary and middle school students enter the game with an adult and sit
with that adult throughout the game. Please do not drop your child off at a district event without
supervision as they will not be allowed to enter. It is challenging to monitor and keep all students
safe without the help of our parent community. Thanks for your help with this protocol to make
district events a great experience for all who attend. We hope to see your family cheering for our
Blue Valley teams this school year.

Matt Ortman
Director of School Administration, Athletics and Activities
Blue Valley School District

Harmony Middle School Handbook

Please use this link to view the HMS Student Handbook. This handbook will be available for
students through our All School Canvas page and can be found at the beginning of the student
planner.

PTO

Track Concessions



https://www.bluevalleyk12.org/Page/36327
https://www.bluevalleyk12.org/Page/36327
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1M84WkAtv_6OrhcYRVlkN-Y4hNvh_O_9y4XsjAdeVPP8/edit?usp=sharing

We need 3 - 4 parent volunteers to work at the outdoor track concession stand for each track meet
held at HMS. Meet starts at 3:30 and we like to have the stand open 15 minutes prior so please
arrive to set up at 3:00 PM. Track parents will be able to watch their student's events and races.
Please contact Erin Albright at Erin.albright@hotmail.com if you have any questions.

Track Concessions

We need 3 - 4 parent volunteers to work at the outdoor track
concession stand for each track meet held at HMS. Meet starts at
3:30 and we like to have the stand open 15 minutes prior so please
arrive to set up at 3:00 PM.

[Z signupgenius.com

Student Services Update

As part of our ongoing commitment to supporting the health and well-being of our students, we
wanted to let you know that we will be conducting lessons focused on drug and alcohol prevention
during the month of March. These lessons are designed to equip students with the knowledge,
skills, and resources they need to make informed, positive choices as they navigate their school
years and beyond.

Our curriculum, which is taught through all Blue Valley middle schools, will cover age-appropriate
topics, including the risks associated with drug and alcohol use, strategies for handling peer
pressure, and the importance of building healthy habits. We aim to foster open dialogue and
critical thinking in a supportive environment, encouraging students to ask questions and reflect on
their own values.

Thank you for your continued support in helping our students grow into responsible, confident
individuals!

Harvesters

Student Council worked hard this week to encourage peers to understand food insecurity and to be
generous with food and financial donations to our local Harvesters! We had a fun assembly where
teachers shared their fun side with silly relay races and competitions with students! We were able
to collect 1,828 items and $1,552 dollars with our 8th grade winning for overall collection! Our
efforts helped Harvesters purchase 4,000 meals! Thank you for all your support for this huge
accomplishment. We are truly a giving community!
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Harmony Middle School Family Resources:

Catholic Charities of Johnson County - Northeast Kansas
Address: 9806 W. 87th Street
Overland Park, Kansas 66212
Phone: 913-384-6608
1 Hours of operation: Monday - Thursday 9:00-4:00

| ¥  salvation Army in Olathe

= Address: 420 E. Santa Fe Olathe, Kansas 66061 ]
3 Phone: 913-782-3640

Hours of operation: Monday - Friday 9:00-12:00; 1:00-4:00

Village Church Food Pantry and Clothes Closet
Address: 9900 Mission Road Overland Park, KS 66206
Phone: 913-671-2315

| Energy Assistance: DCF office: 1-888-369-4777, or www.dcf.ks.gov.

Harmony Middle School

Website:
https://district.bluevalleyk12.org/schools/middle/hms/Pages/Cale
ndar.aspx

Location: 101071 West 141st Street, Overland Park, KS, USA

Phone: 913-239-5200

Lori Younger
Lori is using Smore to create beautiful newsletters
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